
The Inventors of Buriki



PHilMech
Vol. 26 No. 4 | Oct-Dec 2019

©
 D

an
ilo

 T
. E

st
ev

es

IN THIS ISSUE

International News

National News Extension Updates

S&T Section

Editorial Page Regional News

Feature Story

Technology Feature

GAD Section

Photo Releases

Youth (Y4M) Section

Industry News
Inside Beats

Editorial Board 
Rodolfo P. Estigoy, PhD, Editorial Consultant | Mila B. Gonzalez, PhD, Editor-in-Chief | Jett Molech G. Subaba, 
Associate Editor/Layout Artist | Danilo T. Esteves, Photographer | Don Miguel C. Capariño, Illustrator | 
Jemmalyne R. Aguilar, Circulation

Contributing Writers
Jessica Marie B. Laturnas, Ivy V. Espiritu, Ramil R. Carbonel, Gio Anton T. Barroga, Pia Sarina M. Fukasawa, Mary Anne A. 
Bucsit, Jhoanna Keith B. Santiago, Princess M. Mercado, Pilar Elisa Phyllis C. Castro, Christine L. Valmonte, Don Miguel C. 
Capariño, Mila B. Gonzalez, Jett Molech G. Subaba and John C. Arayat

4 | PHilMech underscores Rice 
Mech at AgriLink 2019

5 | PHilMech bags awards in 31st 
BAR-NRS

6 | Fifth national coffee expo brews

7 | RCEF-Mech Training Courses 
Underway

8 | FCAs trained on agri-machinery 
mgmt

9 | RCEF-mech program bidding in 
full swing

13 | PHilMech, now an ITSO member

22 | PHilMech joins national coop 
expo

18 | A first of its kind paddy moisture 
meter

3 | Gargantuan task 10 | PHilMech technologies win big, 
invention contest

11 | Bukidnon, Pampanga farmers 
graduate in rice mech SOA

14 | This young entrepreneur 
enjoys the efficiency of the buriki 
moisture meter

16 | RCEF Accomplishments

19 | Fluidized Bed Dryer System

20| PHilMech conducts training on 
gender analysis, tools

27| IMS Conference

21| Challenge Accepted!

12 | IRRI visits PHilMech for RDE 
updates

12 | Higher level for mekanikong 
magsasaka

23| FMFOD, 59 new positions created

24 | DA Sec appoints PHilMech 
scientists to new posts

25 | Comm chief retires, 33 years in 
service

26 | PHilMech-IMS conducts year-
end conference, thanksgiving

Don Philip M. De Vera,  29, owner 
and manager of the VeraMar 
Rice Mill and Trading is one of 
the cooperators of the Buriki 
pilot-testing study testifying the 
efficiency of the technology. Photo: 
DTEsteves

ON THE COVER



Editorial Page

PHILMECH OCT-DEC 2019 3

The million-dollar question is—“Can 
PHilMech  do it?  

The task is gargantuan.  PHilMech 
will distribute 5 billion worth of 
agricultural machinery to farmers’ 
cooperatives  and associations 
nationwide. 

 During the start of the  
implementation of the  Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF)-mechanization 
program,  PHilMech  performed its 
task silently with diligence.

Inspite of the delayed release of 
funds and other obstacles,   it has 
been doing a good job.

PHilMech  has  already validated 
the machinery needs of the   
qualified  FCA beneficiaries. 
Bidding for the agri-machinery for 
distribution is already in full swing.  
By the first quarter of 2020,  
machines will be distributed for the 
first batch of beneficiaries.

Prior to this, PHilMech has been 
conducting training courses 

simultaneously nationwide on 
mechanization.  It is moving 
heaven and earth to ensure that 
would-be beneficiaries know 
how to operate and maintain the 
machines they will receive.  In fact, 
December of 2019,  PHilMech has 
already trained 
1, 104 beneficiaries. 

Now, who says, PHilMech can’t 
deliver? 

PHilMech can and it will. 

Gargantuan task
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“And we all know that the most basic 
technology requirement is in land 
preparation. The animal or human 
power is not sufficient enough to 
prepare our land. After the basic 
technology requirement, then we 
will move into a more advanced 
development in mechanization,” Castro 
added.

Moreover, Dr. Estigoy answered some 
of the queries of the participants 
regarding RCEF.

PHILMECH BOOTH VISITORS

PHilMech underscores Rice Mech 
at AgriLink 2019

THE PHILIPPINE CENTER for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) highlighted 
rice mechanization during Agrilink 
2019 at the World Trade Center, Pasay 
City, last October 3-5.

In line with the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) program, 
PHilMech showcased some of its 
technologies.

“Agrilink remains to be one of 
PHilMech’s effective platforms for 
showcasing the latest agricultural 
technologies we have developed. At 
the same time, it also serves as a 
venue to disseminate information, 
especially on the need to modernize 
the country’s agricultural industry and 
create more agribusiness enterprises,” 
PHilMech Director IV Dr. Baldwin 
Jallorina said.

Dr. Rodolfo Estigoy and Engr. May 
Ville Castro spearheaded the seminar 
about RCEF.

“RCEF is different from National Rice 
Enhancement Program. The RCEF 
component is only supplementary and 
complimentary to the regular program 
of the Department of Agriculture,” 
clarified Engr. May Ville Castro.

She also discussed the requirements, 
distribution system and other 
consideration for the RCEF program.

“The technology target setting will 
follow the concept of modernization 
development process wherein 
according to our experts has several 
stages, which start from a simple to 
a more advanced use of technology,” 
she explained.

JMBLaturnas

(left) One of the participants of the free seminar asks questions on RCEF mechanization component.
(right) Dr. Baldwin G. Jallorina orients Sen. Cynthia A. Villar and Usec. Cayanan at the PHilMech booth. 
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and agencies, state universities and 
colleges, and other institutions that 
conduct R&D work in agriculture and 
fisheries.

This year’s theme is “Gearing up 
the Agri-Fishery Sector through 
Holistic R&D towards Regenerative 
Development”.

BAR WINNERS 

PHilMech bags awards in 31st BAR-NRS

THREE RESEARCH PAPERS of the 
Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHilMech) were awarded best R&D 
papers and poster during the 31st 
National Research Symposium last 
October 16-17 at the Sulo Riviera 
Hotel, Diliman, Quezon City.

The paper of Engr. Andres M. Tuates, 
Mia F. Testa, Aileen G. Carriedo, Ofero 
A. Capariño, Gigi B. Calica and Aina 
Marie de Leon entitled “Piloting of 
Village-Type Cacao By-products 
Processing Enterprise in Major Cacao 
Producing Area” won the Gold award 
under the Applied Research TA/
TV- Agriculture Crop Science/Crop 
Protection category.

Another gold award was given to 
the paper “Pectin from Mango Peels 
as Biodegradable/Edible Coating to 
Extend Shelf-life of Mango” of Ma. 
Cristina B. Gragasin and Sheryl May 
Villota under the Applied Research 
TG/IG- Engineering and Postharvest 
category.

The research project “Development 
of Computer Vision System (CVS) for 
Mango Sorting and Grading” of Arlene 
C. Joaquin, Richard P. Avila, Maria 
Elizabeth V. Ramos, and Romualdo C. 
Martinez was adjudged best AFMA 
R&D paper silver awardee and best 
AFMA R&D poster gold awardee 
under the Applied Research TG/
IG- Engineering and Postharvest 
category.

Entry papers were based on the 
results of R&D projects completed in 
the past five years or from 2014 to 
2019.

According to the Bureau of 
Agricultural Extension (BAR), a record 
of 188 research papers was submitted 
and was scrutinized by agriculture 
and fishery experts during the initial 
screening.

The National Research Symposium 
is an annual undertaking of the 
DA-BAR to gather Filipino scientists 
and researchers from the DA units 

JMBLaturnas

PHilMech researchers receive their awards for the best paper and best poster categories 
during the 31st NRS. (Photo Source: DA-Bureau of Agricultural Research)
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Fifth national coffee expo brews

COFFEE EXPO

Mr. Dennis R. Arpia delivers his opening message during the fifth National Coffee Expo 
and annual project assessment.

country’s coffee industry and coffee 
farmers as well” said Dr. Romualdo 
Martinez, AMD Chief. PHilMech’s 
non-destructive coffee moisture 
meter and drying technologies such 
as the Multi-Commodity Solar Tunnel 
Dryer (MCSTD) and Green House Solar 
Tunnel Dryer (GHSTD) were promoted 
and discussed during the technical 
session.

Meanwhile, PCW Deputy Director 
Maria Kristine Josefina Balmes 
expects for the continuous 
improvement of quality coffee and 
expansion of market in order for 
coffee growers to flourish through 
PCW’s partnership with PHilMech and 
other regional and national agencies, 
and give capacity development 
training for women. 

Prof. Dr. Novizar Nazir from Andalas 
University, Indonesia shared about 
the revival of coffee from their 
country. Other speakers include Prof. 
Richard Cruz from Asian Institute of 
Management and Dr. Emmanuel Garcia 
from De La Salle University who gave 
lectures on Exploring New Values for 
Coffee Customers: A Business Model 
Innovation Approach, and Coffee 
Quality: Importance of Grading and 
Sorting, respectively.

A  National Inter-Agency Learning 
Session on Coffee Postharvest 
was conducted on the second day 
where 37 CBCPEs and WMEs joined 
in the techno-demo tour at the 
Casile-Guinting Upland Marketing 
Cooperative (CGUMC) processing 
center in Cabuyao, Laguna. 
CGUMC is being groomed to be a 
learning site that will showcase the 
proper postharvest activities and 
technologies for Robusta coffee in 
CALABARZON.

“PAGTULUNG-TULUNGAN PO NATIN 
na hindi na lang po yung quantity, 
kundi yung quality ang ating tignan. 
At sa dulo, yun pong bagong anak 
ng Department of Agriculture na sina 
Ani at Kita na siya pong pangunahing 
katuwang at pangunahing isinusulong 
ni Secretary William Dar ay 
magkaroon po ng katuparan. Dahil ang 
mga magkakape ay hindi lamang po 
gising na gising, hindi lamang po very 
enthusiastic, kundi dapat kumikita rin.”

These were the words of 
encouragement of DA-
CALABARZON’s OIC-ARD for 
Operations, Mr. Dennis R. Arpia, 
during the opening program of the 
5th National Coffee Expo and Annual 
Project Assessment held at Days 
Hotel, Tagaytay City on November 
27-29, 2019.

The activity was attended by more 
than 200 participants from seven 
participating regions nationwide. They 

were composed of coffee farmers, 
women micro-entrepreneurs, DA-
HVCDP, LGUs, and coffee enthusiasts. 
It was spearheaded by the PHilMech 
EDD-ECES in collaboration with 
DA-CALABARZON HVCDP and the 
Philippine Commission on Women.

Green coffee beans and roasted 
coffee products were exhibited 
and sold during the coffee expo to 
promote and empower the role of 
men and women coffee farmers in the 
competitiveness and sustainability of 
community-based coffee processing 
enterprises (CBCPE) and women micro 
enterprises (WME). Liberica coffee or 
most popularly known as the kapeng 
barako was re-launched during the 
activity to uphold the pride of the 
Batangueños as the host of this year’s 
event.

“Coffee is a priority crop in PHilMech’s 
research and development activities 
and we are committed to help the 

IVEspiritu
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proper use and maintenance of their 
farm machines.

PHilMech’s TMTD and the Enterprise 
Development Division have also 
commenced with the “Training-
workshop on the Management of 
Agricultural Machinery Pool” on 
December 2, 2019. This training-
workshop aims to equip FCA machine 
beneficiaries with the knowledge 
and skills in the preparation of their 
operational plan to effectively and 
sustainably manage their agri-
machinery pool/farm service center. 
This training will also be conducted 
nationwide.

Despite 2019 nearing its end, 
PHilMech will still continue to provide 
training courses to farm beneficiaries 
in the months to come as the agency 
aims to educate and train them 
resulting to farmers having more yield, 
better productivity and bigger income.

LAKBAY PALAY

RCEF-Mech training courses 
underway

SIMULTANEOUS TRAINING 
COURSES are being conducted in 
various areas of the country as the 
Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHilMech) readies Filipino farmers to 
be globally competitive through farm 
mechanization.

Under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) –
Mechanization Program, PHilMech, 
with a yearly budget of P5 billion 
for the next six years, will provide 
Farmers’ Cooperatives and 
Associations (FCAs) with farm 
machines that will help them increase 
yield, productivity and income, as well 
as make them competitive with other 
farmers in neighboring countries.

In a carefully laid out series of training 
courses conducted nationwid, the 
“Training Course and Resource Person 
Development on the Operation and 
Maintenance of Rice Machinery” 
served as the kick starter of the 
program. Two batches totaling to 
63 participants have satisfactorily 
completed the training course during 
the month of September. Participants 
have graduated to become “Rice 
Mechanization Specialists” as they 
have undergone the necessary 
training that have developed them 
into becoming resource speakers 
for several training courses on rice 
mechanization.

Following this training course was 
the “Training Course on the Operation 
and Maintenance of Rice Machinery”. 
The training course, which started on 
October 21, 2019, allow beneficiaries 
of the program to have the 
opportunity to learn how to operate 
and maintain the machines that will be 
provided them in order to achieve the 
desired output while also maximizing 
the utilization of the machines.

According to the Technology 
Management and Training Division 
(TMTD) of PHilMech who spearheads 
the technical capability activities 
by conducting training courses in 
support to the Rice Mechanization 
component, as of December 2, 2019, a 
total of 26 batches consisting of 519 
FCAs and 1,101 operators nationwide 
have undergone the training course 
on the operation and maintenance 
of rice machinery. This brings 
PHilMech’s running accomplishment 
for their targets to 43.3% for batches, 
43.3% for FCAs and 45.9% for total 
participants for the training.

From October 21 to December 6, 
training courses have been conducted 
by the TMTD nationwide, targeting 
priority rice producing provinces 
from Region 1 to Region 12 (including 
Cordillera Administrative Region) 
making sure that every beneficiary 
gets the necessary training for the 

GATBarroga

Teams of PHilMech, DOF and NEDA pose after the successful assessment og PHilMech’s 
capacity in implementing the RCEF. 



National News

8 PHILMECH OCT-DEC 2019

AWARDING CEREMONY

FCAs trained on agri-machinery mgmt

FIFTY FARMERS’ COOPERATIVE and 
association (FCA) recipients of the 
RCEF-Mechanization were trained 
on simultaneous Training-Workshop 
on the Management of Agricultural 
Machinery Pool held at Puerto 
Princesa, Palawan; Tagum City, Davao 
del Norte; and Bacolod City, Negros 
Occidental on December 2-6, 2019. 

A total of 110 participants (67 male 
and 43 female farmer-officers) 
together with the agricultural 
technologists of the local government 
units (LGUs) attended the said training.
 
The program aims to equip the FCAs 
with the basic knowledge and skills in 
formulating business operational plan 
to effectively and sustainably manage 
the Kabalikat Farm Service Center 
(FSC). 

Engr. Genaro M. Tolentino, Dr. Hernaiz 
G. Malanon and Engr. Roger G. 
Calderon served as subject matter 
specialists for the Palawan training. 

“Sana ay magtulungan tayo 
dito, nakikita naming ito na ang 
pagkakataon para umunlad ang 
ating mga magsasaka,” Tolentino 
emphasized. 

This training is one of the components 
of the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) 
Mechanization Component 
spearheaded by PHilMech which 
aimed to raise rice farmers’ 
productivity, profitability and 
global competitiveness through 

strengthened access and use 
of appropriate production and 
postproduction mechanization 
technologies. 

In terms of knowledge increment, one 
per training site stood as top trainees. 
Mr. Jaime Abuan of Bataraza Municipal 
Farmers Irrigators and Fisherfolks 
Association in Palawan City garnered 
63%, Mr. Concepcion Lucero of 
Langka Lupon, Davao del Sur got 
73%, and 60% for Melinda Gever of 
Bagonawa Farmers Association in 
Negros Occidental. 

Mr. Jose Roilo Labarosa of Jorizan 
Malatgao RIS Irrigators Association, 
Inc, gave his response about 
the training. “Narealize ko po na 
magagamit din pala natin ang skills 
natin sa marketing at management 
pagdating sa farm mechanization,” he 
said.  

Narealized ko po na magagamit 
din pala natin ang skills natin 
sa marketing at management 

pagdating sa farm mechanization,

"

(left) FCA-trainees pose during the closing ceremony of the training workshop on agri-machinery management, (right) a training officer 
attends to queries of farmers. 

- Jose Roilo Labarosa 

RRCarbonel
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PUBLIC BIDDING OF TECHNOLOGIES

RCEF-mech program bidding in full swing
BIDDINGS FOR THE PROCUREMENT 
of various rice machines is in full 
swing as the Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) aims to 
provide farmer’s cooperatives and 
associations (FCA) beneficiaries 
nationwide with machines that will 
improve rice production in the country.

For the first year of the 
mechanization program under the 
Rice Competitiveness Enhancement 
Fund (RCEF), a target of 589 
FCA beneficiaries nationwide will 
be provided with machines for 
rice production with a budget of 
Php 2.005B. The bidding for the 
procurement of these rice machines 
started on October 16, 2019.

Rice machines that have undergone 
the open bidding from November 
to December of 2019 include the 
following: Four-wheel tractors, hand 
tractors, floating tillers, rice combine 
harvesters, rice precision seeders, 
mechanical rice transplanters (walk-
behind and riding-type), rice reapers, 
mini threshers, mechanical dryers, 
rice mills and other agricultural 
machines that will be distributed to 
FCA beneficiaries in Luzon, Visayas 

and Mindanao. The technology 
procurement for the 1st year is 
expected to be completed by March 
11, 2020. 

PHilMech launched its mechanization 
program during the 41st anniversary 
of the agency in 2019. The agency, 
under RCEF, will be appropriated with 
an annual budget of Php 5B for the 
next six years that will be used not 
only in providing FCA beneficiaries 
with machines for rice production.

TIMELINE OF PROCUREMENT

PHilMech executives sit down together for the open access bidding of technologies via 
facebook live. 

Apart from PHilMech, the Philippine 
Rice Research Institute (PhilRice), 
Agricultural Training Institute (ATI), 
Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), Land 
Bank of the Philippines (LBP), and the 
Development Bank of the Philippines 
(DBP) are also included in the RCEF 
with their own roles in helping and 
improving the competitiveness of the 
Filipino farmer. GATBarroga
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or Tuklas Award for their technology 
Fluidized Bed Dryer for paddy rice. 
Meanwhile, Engr. Raymund Joseph P. 
Macaranas, Maria Elizabeth V. Ramos, 
Dr. Romualdo C. Martinez and Remigio 
C. Nodora won in the Utility Model 
Category for the Cassava Digger 
technology. 

The event was conducted by DOST 
region 3, in collaboration with the 
Philippine Inventors Society and the 
Filipino Inventors Society Producers 
Cooperative (FISPC). The four-day 
event featured the technologies and 
inventions coming from the different 
agencies and R&D institutions. 
Training-workshops on scientific 
writing were also conducted during 
the celebration. 

PHilMech technologies win big 
in invention contest

PHILMECH RESEARCHERS WON 
three awards at the Department 
of Science and Technology’s 
(DOST) regional invention contest 
in celebration of the 26th national 
inventors week on November 18-21 at 
Central Luzon State University (CLSU). 

Engr. Arlene C. Joaquin, Engr. Richard 
P. Avila, Dr. Romualdo C. Martinez won 
in the Creative Research Category or 
Likha Award as 2nd runner up for the 
technology coffee moisture meter and 
the Industrial Design Regional Winner 
for the grain probe moisture meter 
(buriki) together with Maria Elizabeth 
V. Ramos. 

Also, Engr. Reagan J. Pontawe, Dr. 
Romualdo C. Martinez, Engr. Roselyn 
B. Villacorte and Engr. Nestor T. 
Asuncion won the Invention Category 

PSMFukasawa

AWARD-WINNING RESEARCHERS

(left-right) Ma. Elizabeth V. Ramos, Engr. Arlene C. Joaquin, Dr. Romualdo C. Martinez and 
Engr. Richard P. Avila, few of the award-winning researchers of PHilMech. 

Grain Probe Moisture Meter

Fluidized Bed Dryer System 

Cassava Digger

REGIONAL WINNERS
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A total of  45   farmers  graduated 
from the course on December 17, 
2019  at the Cruzian MPC in Magalang, 
Pampanga.

Dr. Gonzalez of PHilMech,  
congratulated the farmer-graduates.  
Inspiring them, she  said, “…We must 
not lose hope in rice farming even 
though the price of palay harvest is 
very low.  This is temporary.  Time will 
come when Filipino farmers will not 
just be producers but also exporters of 
palay.  So we must prepare.  Farmers 
must be competitive.  Our farmers  
must have  acces , knowledge  and  
skills in the use  of  agricultural 
machinery…”

Bukidnon,  Pampanga  farmers graduate in 
rice mech SOA

Their  long wait is over.  Finally, they 
are SOA graduates!

The Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHilMech) in partnership with 
the Central Mindanao University  
conducted the School-on-the Air 
(SOA) graduation  for 26 Bukidnon 
farmers on December 9, 2019.  The 
graduation  took place at the CMU in 
Malaybalay, Bukdinon.

Farmer graduates receive their 
certificates of participation from  
CMU Vice President  Ronel V. Sudaria 
and PHilMech Acting Chief of the 
Applied Communication Division,  Dr. 
Milagros B. Gonzalez.  Certificates of 
recognition were also given to  daily 
quiz winners  and participants with 
highest attendance and highest 
knowledge gain.

The SOA on rice mechanization  
was first launched on April 3, 2019.  
Broadcast of lessons started on May 
20,2019 over Station DXMU FM 88.9.  
For two months the SOA lessons aired  
every   Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday. Ms. Elgie  Iman Aninayon of 
CMU hosted the program. Professors 
from the College of Engineering 
of CMU  also served as resource 
persons.

The SOA aimed to increase farmers’ 
knowledge and information access 
on rice mechanization. It has two 
modules,  rice production module (11 
lessons) and postproduction module 
(7 lessons).

Meanwhile,  PHilMech and the 
Department of Agriculture Region 
3  also conducted a SOA on Rice 
Mechanization for Pampanga farmers.   

MBGonzalez

SOA BUKIDNON SOA PAMPANGA

(left) SOA graduates in Bukidnon pose with the PHilMech staff during the graduation ceremony (right) A top graduate from 
Pampanga receives his certificate and gift during the graduation ceremony (Photo by: Pilar Elisa Phyllis C. Castro)
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ACTUAL LEARNING DISCUSSION

Higher level of training 
for mekanikong magsasaka

IRRI visits 
PHilMech for 
RDE updates

Filipino farmers are weighed down by 
low productivity and high production 
cost of rice. Moreover, in terms of farm 
mechanization, they are still lagging 
behind. 

As a solution, the Philippine Center 
for Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) as part of 
its Mekanikong Magsasaka program 
conducted the second level of training 
course on repair, maintenance, and 
servicing of agricultural farm tractors 
which aimed to enhance the technical 
capabilities of farm machine operators 
and mechanics.

A total of 25 participants from the 
different farmer cooperatives and 
associations (FCAs) in Aurora, Bataan, 
Bulacan, Pampanga, and Nueva 
Ecija attended the said training on 
November 18-22 at PHilMech training 
hall. 

The five-day training course included 
lecture discussion and hands-on 
activities on four-wheel tractor servicing. 
Participants were able to operate, 
conduct periodic maintenance and 
adjustments in operating the machine, 
and understand troubleshooting of the 
four-wheel tractor major components.

Since the Mechanization program of the 
government includes the distribution 
of agricultural machinery nationwide, 
Dr. Evelyn Fernando of the DA Region III 
recognized the training as necessary in 
pushing mechanization. 

“These courses for the farmers and 
stakeholders is necessary to accelerate 
the momentum of selected beneficiaries 
to fully operationalize and increase 
utilization of the agricultural machines 
and postharvest technologies,” Fernando 
said. 

The International Rice Research 
Institute (IRRI) visited the 
Philippine Center for Postharvest 
Development and Mechanization 
(PHilMech) to assess the DA-
IRRI partnership projects and 
other research, development and 
extension (RDE) contribution, 
November 27.

DA Senior Technical Adviser 
National Rice Program Dr. 
Santiago Obien and PAJ Director 
Dr. Rex Navarro discussed the 
implementation of the programs 
under the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF) and 
collaborative projects in line with 
Agriculture Secretary William Dar’s 
new paradigms.

The assessment was carried out 
to evaluate the effectiveness, 
efficiency and responsiveness 
of collaborative governance and 
management system, and to 
generate recommendations on the 
continuation, improvements and 
future agenda of the Philippines-
IRRI Rice RDE programs.

Experts from a private company discusses the parts of the four-wheel tractor engine to 
the participants.

JMBLaturnas

JKBSantiago/MAABucsit
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This milestone was initiated by the IP 
team of PHilMech composed by Helen 
R. Calica, Ramil R. Carbonel, Jennilyn 
A. Adajar and Princess M. Mercado 
headed by Dr. Baldwin G. Jallorina, 
PHilMech director. 

JMGSubaba/PMMercado

PHilMech, now an ITSO member 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS CAPACITY in 
intellectual property management 
and commercialization, the Philippine 
Center for Postharvest Development 
and Mechanization (PHilMech) joined 
the network of the Innovation and 
Technology Support Office (ITSO) of 
the Intellectual Property Office of the 
Philippines (IPOPHL). A memorandum 
of agreement (MOA) was inked 
between PHilMech and IPOPHL in 
December 10 during the institute’s 
milestone celebration dubbed as “A 
Mark to Remember.”

The ITSO aims to secure globally 
competitive economy through 
solution value research and innovation 
initiatives that yield high value 
technology solutions. The membership 
privilege given to PHilMech can 
help the ageny contribute to the 
governments’ goal—push innovation 
and technological advancement in 
accordance to the laws (RA 11293, RA 
11337 and RA 10055). 

Moreover, researchers of PHilMech 
can be able to access the latest 
scientific and technological 
information from the world patent 
database for utilization to generate 
new and useful knowledge to create 
innovative and beneficial products and 
services. 

Inclusive of the benefits is the training 
of the IP staff of PHilMech. They will 
be equipped in providing technical 
assistance and support to IP creation 
by facilitating access to global 
science and technology information, 
IP protection via capability building 
of the patent searchers and drafters, 
and IP utilization by assisting 
commercialization of globally 
competitive innovations.

Prior to the said event, IPOPHL has 
issued five intellectual property rights 

certificates to PHilMech namely: 
the utility model (UM) No. 2-2018-
000219 for the hygienic fermentation 
equipment; UM No. 2-2018-001334 
for the process of producing cacao 
wine and cacao wine produced 
therefrom; UM No. 2-2019-000105 
for the process of producing cacao 
vinegar and cacao vinegar produced 
therefrom; Industrial Design no. 
3-2019-000443 for Compact Corn 
Mill; and Patent No. 1-2010-000214 
for the Hook for Cable Transport. 

EMPdela Cruz

MOA SIGNING

(top) PHilMech staff together with Dr. Baldwin G. Jallorina, pose with the IPR 
certificates issued to the agency. (bottom) Dr. Jallorina inks a MOA with IPOPHL.
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(left) Don Phillip M. De Vera  (right ) Engr. Arlene  
C. Joaquin  and  Engr. Richard P. Avila 

THIS YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR 
ENJOYS THE EFFICIENCY OF
THE BURIKI MOISTURE METER

Cover Story

Jett Molech G. Subaba

IN HIS LATE TWENTIES, Don Philip 
M. De Vera owns and manages 
their family business—the VeraMar 
Rice Mill and Trading—and testifies 
about the ease and efficiency of 
using the PHilMech-Developed 
Grain Probe Moisture Meter or 
“Buriki” in their operations.  

This soon-to-be commercialized 
technology was developed for 
rapid and accurate moisture 

content measurement of paddy 
and corn grains while doing the 
customary sampling. Its test 
chamber has a capacity of 100g 
and equipped with a menu panel 
and a handle which makes it more 
convenient to use. 

In 2017, PHilMech staff personally 
introduced the technology to Mr. 
De Vera during the field testing 
of the buriki prototype. In his 

curiosity and willingness to 
contribute to its development, he 
accepted the prototype and was 
able to use it in the procurement of 
palay in his rice mill until today. 

“PHilMech mismo ang nagpunta 
dito.  Pinasubukan nila yung 
prototype pagkatapos ay 
manghihingi sila ng feedback 
kung ano yung pwedeng iimprove, 
pwedeng baguhin o pwedeng alisin 
(PHilMech came directly to me and 
asked me to try their prototype. 
Then, they asked for my feedback 
on how they to improve the 
technology),” said De Vera.

In the initial utilization of buriki, 
some of his clients were hesitant 
because it is new to them. 
However, upon seeing the benefit 
of using it, they opted to use it too. 
“Una hesitant sila kase bago. Ang 
ginawa na lang namin since kami 
naman yung buyer, kami yung 
masusunod. Pero nung nakita 
nila na safe naman, wala naman 
naging reklamo sa paggamit 
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nito (Our clients were hesitant 
at first because the technology 
is pre-mature. But since it’s our 
prerogative on what equipment to 
use, they yield to it. However, when 
they saw the performance of it, 
they had no complain anymore),” 
he explained. 

This 29-year old entrepreneur is in 
his quest of progressing their 
family business which was 
established by his father, 
Don Felipe De Vera, in 
1996. Because among 
his siblings, it is only him 
who became interested 
in running the business 
since he was 16 years 
old until it was turned-over 
to him when he was 27. 

In achieving his goal, it is very 
important to make sure that all 
the equipment and machine used 
in their rice mill are efficient and 
beneficial to deliver satisfying 
service to clients. This is how the 
buriki caught his attention and 
gained his approval. 

According to him, the buriki 
delivers good performance in 
terms of its accuracy in reading 
the moisture content of paddy. It 
consistently has a difference of 
minus 2 points from his current 
moisture meter. Also, its handiness 
is an advantage compared to what 
he is currently using. In sampling 
of paddy, he won’t need to get 
from each bag and then pour it 
into the moisture meter. With the 
buriki, he gets the reading through 
the three-digit LED display as soon 
as he pierce it through the paddy 
bags. 

“Inonor ko 
talaga yung 

pagiging accurate 
nya. Kapag naman kasi dinouble 
check ko dito sa ginagamit namin, 
pareho naman. Hindi naman sya 
nagkakamali. Atsaka, kapag sa 
summer, doon mo sya kailangang-
kailangan kase unang-una handy. 
Hindi gaya ng moisture meter ko, 
tutusok ka don, dalin mo pa dito. 
Maraming oras ang sasayangin 
unlike dito sa buriki, pagka- tusok 
mo, makikita mo na kung pass 
or fail (I honored its accuracy 
because as I double-check it, it 
was consistent. It reads correctly. 
Moreover, it is handy unlike my 
current moisture meter which 
is hassle to use and is time 
consuming.),” said the young 
entrepreneur. 

Moreover, De Vera explained how 
buriki has become critically useful 
to him during his procurement of 

paddy for storing.  He explained 
the difficulty of distinguishing the 
MC between 16 and 14 percent. 
According to him, once you stock 
paddy with 16%, it will become 
losses. That is how the buriki has 
helped him a lot. He saved his 
procured paddy from potential 
losses. 

From his experience, the buriki 
lasts for three days and has a 
capacity of 600 to 700 bags per 
day. He looks forward to partnering 
with the government more as he 
innovates and expands their family 
business in the future. 

Recently, the buriki technology 
of PHilMech won in the regional 
invention contest of Department 
of Science and Technology. (See 
full story on page 10)

This technology was developed by 
Engr. Arlene C. Joaquin, Engr. Richard 
P. Avila, Maria Elizabeth V. Ramos and 
Dr. Romualdo C. Martinez.

"I honored its accuracy 
because as I double-check 

it, it was consistent. It reads 
correctly. Moreover, it is handy 

unlike my current moisture 
meter which is hassle to use 

and is time consuming."

Don Philip M. De Vera

Mr.  De Vera tests the buriki on the palay samples  in 
his ricemill in San Rafael, Bulacan. 
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PHILMECH PREPARES FCAs FOR 
FARM MECHANIZATION

John C. Arayat

The Philippine Center for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) has 
set the groundwork for the initial 
distribution of farm equipment as 
stipulated in Republic Act 11203, 
or the Rice Tariffication Law (RTL).

RA 11203 stipulates that 
collections from tariffs imposed 
on imported rice be funneled 
to the Rice Competitiveness 
Enhancement Fund (RCEF), which 
allocates annually Php 10 billion 
over the next six years funding 
for the following: distribution of 
farm machines and equipment 
(Php 5 billion); propagation and 
distribution for high-yielding 

seeds, (Php3 billion); training and 
capacity-building of farmers and 
farmer organizations (Php 1 billion); 
and credit support (Php 1 billion).

PHilMech Executive Director 
Dr. Baldwin G. Jallorina said the 
agency has identified, evaluated 
and made field validations of 
1,139 Farmers’ Cooperatives and 
Associations (FCAs) nationwide, to 
make sure that they are legitimate 
and existing. Of the 1,139 FCAs, 
509 were shortlisted as the first 
recipients for farm machines 
and equipment to be distributed 
under the RCEF mechanization 
component.

“The shortlisting for the first batch 
of 509 FCAs is the first vital step 
to distributing the first batch of 
machine and equipment under the 
RCEF mechanization component, 
which will cost P2 billion,” Dr. 
Jallorina said.

He added that as of December 
this year, PHilMech was able to 
complete the pre-procurement 
conference, pre-bidding 
conference and opening of bids 
for the P2 billion worth of farm 
machines to be distributed to the 
509 FCAs.

For 2020, PHilMech will be 
targetting to distribute another 
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batch of farm machines worth 
P3 billion, this time targeting 
at least another 663 FCAs 
that also have been identified, 
evaluated and validated.

In evaluating the FCA, PHilMech 
primarily took into account the 
area being cultivated by the 
group and its members; the farm 
machines they needed; and 
their capability or understanding 
on farm mechanization.

This means that not all FCAs 
have the same or uniform needs 
when it comes to machines, as a 
few may already have tractors, 
while others have invested in 
combine harvesters.

To prepare for an era of 
increased mechanization in 
rice farming, PHilMech also 
conducted nationwide training 
on the following: mechanization 
specialist training; operation 
and maintenance of agricultural 
machinery for FCA operators; 
and workshop on the 
management of agriclutural 
machinery pool for FCA officers.
 
The training will continue in 
the next six years of RCEF’s 
implementation or until 2024.

“RCEF ushers in an era to 
make the rice farming in the 
Philippines more efficient 
through mechanization, use of 

high-yielding seeds, and training 
and capacitating farmers. Credit 
support will also be extended to 
rice cooperatives,” Dr. Jallorina 
said.

“The mechanization component, 
being the largest component 
under RCEF, is challenging 
because there is also a need to 
change the mindset of farmers 
for them to become receptive to 
mechanization and technology 
adoption. Also, we must make 
sure that the farmers make good 
use of the farm machines as 
these are made available to them 
by the government at zero cost,” 
he added. (With reports from 
PHilMech RCEF command center)
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In pursuit of a handy, efficient and accurate reading 
of moisture content on paddy rice, the research team 
of PHilMech composed of Engr. Arlene C. Joaquin, 
Engr. Richard P. Avila, Maria Elizabeth V. Ramos, and Dr. 
Romualdo C. Martinez, developed the Grain Probe Buriki 
Moisture Meter. This hand-operated technology is first of 
its kind because it doesn’t require flat surface to measure 
the moisture content of palay. 

The inspiration of creating such technology came from 
the recommendations and observations of the National 
Food Authority, traders, seed centers, rice millers and 
the farmers. NFA indirectly expressed their desire to see 
a PHilMech-developed moisture meter that is handy 
and easy to use especially in procuring palay in the 
warehouse. Agents or traders have the same sentiments 
due to the hassle of getting the MC of palay with the 
existing table top, capacitance moisture meter. 

Since it is handy, the sampling and measurement 
becomes quick and easy. In one pierce through the sack 
of palay, the three-digit led screen shows the accurate MC 
of the palay. Palay buyers then, can easily decide whether 
to procure the palay or not. If the palay has reached 14%, 
then it is good for procurement. Moreover, the tactics of 
inserting sacks of paddy with high MC in the middle of the 
track is now resolved. The rice millers or buyers can get a 
sample of every single sack in the track. This is something 
they cannot do with the table top, capacitance moisture 
meter.

While some palay-buying stations use digital moisture 
meters already, many still rely on the traditional buriki and 
rough estimation of MC by biting the grain. This is not an 
objective and fair way of determining the MC of palay. 
This is another reason why the buriki was developed—
to provide objective measurement of MC for both the 
farmers and the buyers. This applies to farmers selling 
to seed centers as well. Farmers can have the means to 
know the MC of their seeds before hauling and selling to 
seed centers. It avoids double work on the side of farmers. 

Moreover, since the industry is used to using the buriki 
in the buying centers as partner to moisture meters, 

the team retained this idea but only innovated it by 
combining the two equipment into one. A buriki and a 
moisture meter in one device. According to DOST, the 
low level of technology adoption is due to introducing a 
whole new system or process to end-users. However, 
by retaining at least the mechanism of their work, high-
level of adoption is perceived. 

A little constraint, though, was seen as the PHilMech-
developed buriki reads very accurate and honest 
compared to the existing moisture meters used by 
the palay buying sector. Moreover, the adoption rate 
is low on cooperators belonging to older age bracket. 
The researchers understood that they are less open to 
change than younger people like the case of Don Phillip 
De Vera of San Rafael, Bulacan. 

The team can see the buriki as a possible standard 
of measuring MC in the industry in the near future as 
cooperators and stakeholders suggest.  

Aside from the aforementioned features, buriki, unlike 
imported moisture meters has a good after sales 
service because the spare parts of the technology can 
easily be accessed locally because it is made from 

A first of its kind 
paddy moisture meter

Buriki Moisture Meter
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The PHilMech Fluidized Bed Dryer System 
enables rapid drying of harvested paddy 
to avoid drying delays. During the drying 
process, the grains are exposed to very high 
air velocity and experiences floating, fluid-
like state. 

A climate resilient drying technology 
for high moisture paddy
Fitted with a biomass furnace
Reduces drying time up to 82%
Made of locally available materials
Comparable grain quality in terms of head 
rice and milling recovery

Capacity: 2,500 kg/hr
Grain depth: 10.6cm 
Drying Temperature: 700C
Fluidization Time:  2 minutes
Ambient Tempering: 30 minutes
Airflow rate: 5.3.21 m/s

FLUIDIZED BED 
DRYER SYSTEM

PHILMECH-DEVELOPED 

FEATURES:FEATURES:

SPECIFICATIONS:SPECIFICATIONS:

locally available materials. Also, the calibration can easily 
be done since the codes are developed by PHilMech.  

Further improvements will be done before it will be made 
available in the market. The rechargeable batteries will be 
improved by the actual manufacturers to perform better 
and longer battery life. Also, they are seeing as innovation 
the incorporating of print out receipts as an actual proof 
of MC reading for farmers. Currently, the researchers are 
working on expanding the MC reading on milled rice. 

This first of its kind is hoped to change the game in 
palay-buying and to benefit no other than the Filipino 
farmers. 
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WOMEN LEAGUE

PHilMech conducts training on gender 
analysis, tools

THE PHILIPPINE CENTER for 
Postharvest Development and 
Mechanization (PHilMech) conducted 
“Training on Gender Analysis and 
Gender Tools for PHilMech GAD 
Focal Point System” at the PHilMech 
Training Hall last September 25-26.

Spearheaded by GAD Focal Person Dr. 
Helen F. Martinez, the two-day training 
aimed to mainstream gender concerns 
in the agency’s policy and local plans.

Ms. Ma. Purisima E. Sanopo, former 
Assistant Regional Director of 
National Economic and Development 
Authority (NEDA) and GAD consultant, 
discussed the basic GAD concepts, 
gender analysis, overview of Gender 
Mainstreaming Evaluation Framework 

(GMEF), GAD Planning and Budgeting, 
functions of the GFPS, GAD Agenda 
and features of Harmonized Gender 
and Development Guidelines (HGDG).

“The GAD Focal Point System (GFPS) 
must be capacitated in gender 
analysis and gender mainstreaming 
to ensure GAD is integrated in the 
agency’s programs, projects, and 
activities by having gender sensitivity 
orientation within their respective 
divisions,” Sanopo emphasized.

Moreover. a workshop on gender 
analysis familiarized the participants in 
the identification of gender issues and 
concerns.

In pursuant to the Magna Carta of 
Women Implementing Rules and 
Regulations, Rule 5, Section 23, 
PHilMech shall design and promote 
the commercial use of improved 
postharvest processing facilities and 
equipment of selected commercial 
crops among women and men, farmer-
groups, processors and small-holder 
entrepreneurs to reduce postharvest 
losses and increase income derived 
from value-added processing 
operations.

Thirty-four PHilMech employees 
composed of the GFPS, project 
leaders and staff underwent the said 
training. Thirty-one were female and 
three were male.

Officers and members of the PHilMech GAD program 

CLValmonte
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presented about the ASEAN road map 
for the development of agricultural 
cooperatives in the ASEAN.

This activity was co-organized by 
the Asian Farmers’ Association (AFA), 
Philippine Family Farmers’ Fishery 
Forestry Cooperatives Federation 
(AgriCooPh), Philippine Cooperative 
Center (PCC), National Confederation 
of Cooperatives (NATCCO), Federation 
of Philippine Sustainable Development 
Cooperatives (FPSDC), Cooperative 
Life Insurance Mutual Benefit 
System (CLIMBS), ACDI Multipurpose 
Cooperative, Soro-soro Ibaba 
Development Cooperative (SIDC), 1 
Cooperative Insurance System of the 
Philippines (1 CISP), and Cooperative 
Broadcasting Federation of Mindanao 
(Coop TV), with support from the 
Collectif Stratégies Alimentaires (CSA) 
and AFOSP-MTCP2 Programme.

PHilMech joins national coop expo
PHILMECH JOINED THE NATIONAL 
AGRICULTURAL Cooperatives 
Knowledge and Learning and Trade 
Expo (AgriCoops-KITE) at Century 
Park Hotel in Manila on October 22-
25.  

Around 170 participants including 
members of various cooperatives and 
cooperative consortia and federations 
in the Philippines, representatives 
from concerned government agencies, 
and development partners. This event 
was conducted in celebration of the 
cooperative month.

Resource persons from various 
cooperatives shared about their 
successful initiatives and models 
while concerned government agencies 
discussed about their programs 
for cooperatives and how they can 
further help these enterprises.

After the opening program at Century 
Park, the trade expo at Harrison Plaza 
was officially opened.
 
Department of Agriculture (DA) 

Secretary William D. Dar graced 
the event and delivered a keynote 
remarks. In his message, Sec. Dar 
discussed about DA’s programs and 
interventions for Filipino farmers. 
He also stressed the importance of 
inclusivity of all the stakeholders in 
agriculture sector in the development 
process.

 
The state, challenges and 
opportunities of agricultural 
cooperatives in the Philippines was 
discussed intensively by Cooperative 
Development Authority MEO Acting 
Regional Director Atty. Eric Robles, 
Gerald Tan of the Department of 
Agricultural Reform and AgriCooPh 
CEO Cresente Paez. 

Meanwhile, regional activities and 
initiatives on agriculture cooperatives 
in the ASEAN region was shared by 
Jose Romeo Ebron, Cooperative 
Development Program Manager of 
the Asian Farmers’ Association. Ebron 

PEPCCastro

SEC. DAR

Secretary 
William D. Dar 
makes a gesture 
of unity with 
the participants 
of the national 
confab of 
cooperatives
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RCEF CLUSTER HEADS

OATH OF OFFICE

Newly appointed contractual employees took their oath of office during the IMS conference.      

FMFOD, 59 new positions created
PURSUANT TO THE SECTION 13 of 
the Republic  Act No. 11203 or the 
Rice Tariffication Law, the Department 
of Budget and Management (DBM) 
approved the Department of 
Agriculture’s request for the creation 
of the Facility Management and 
Field Operations Division (FMFOD) of 
PHilMech, including the 59 contractual 
and permanent positions who will 
man the implementation of the Rice 
Competitiveness Enhancement Fund 
(RCEF) – mechanization component. 

The newly created division of 
PHilMech will handle the provision of 
farm machinery and equipment to 
eligible farmers/farmer associations/
rice cooperatives; conduct needs 
assessment and survey of the 
proposed recipients of farm 
machinery; and undertake the 
promotion, education and capacity 
building on mechanization and 
postharvest facility programs and 
interventions. 

The FMFOD will be headed by a Chief 
Science Research Specialist (SG24) 

and Supervising SRS (SG22) which 
are both contractuals. Moreover, 
the seven the Senior SRS (SG19) 
will lead the five clusters created to 
strategically distribute the machines 
to different rice producing provinces. 
Under them are the 13 SRS 2 
positions, 14 SRS 1 positions and 14 
Science Research Analysts. 

Additional five permanent positions 
and four contractuals were approved 
to provide necessary administrative 
and technical support in anticipation 
of the increased volume of work in 
relation to RCEF. 

Last December 2 and 16, 2019, the 
following positions were filled-up by 
PHilMech which was officiated by the 
PHilMech director. However, these 
positions are coterminous with the 
implementation of the RCEF which will 
only last for six years.

Source: Department of Budget and 
Management: Notice of organization, 
staffing and compensation action 
(NOSCA), 2019

Secretariat
Allen Denver V. Mangaoil

Luzon A (Muñoz, Nueva Ecija)
Danilo M. Gamalog

Luzon B (Tuguegarao/ Isabela)
Rhoween R. Parica

Luzon C (Quezon City)
Niño D. Bengosta

Visayas (Iloilo/Cebu)
Romar A. Areno

Mindanao A (Cagayan de Oro)
Edgar B. Testa

Mindanao B (Davao)
Domingo R. Miranda

JMGSubaba
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On the other hand, Dr. Gragasin is 
already on his 11th year of public 
service for the agency. He was 
conferred the “Presidential Lingkod 
Bayan Award” in 2018 by the Office 
of the President of the Republic of the 
Philippines for addressing the food 
security problem in the country. 

He led the formulation of the National 
Mechanization Roadmaps for rice, 
corn and cassava, an agricultural 
development plan implemented by the 
government of the Philippines. Also, he 
published various scientific papers in 
international journals. 

DA Sec appoints PHilMech scientists 
to new posts

DMCCapariño

DR. ALVINDIA DR. GRAGASIN

AGRICULTURE SECRETARY William D. 
Dar recently appointed two PHilMech 
scientists to higher posts. Dr. Dionisio 
Alvindia, Scientist III, was designated 
as the new Director-Coordinator 
of the Department of Agriculture-
Biotechnology Program Office (DA-
BPO). Meanwhile, Dr. Michael Gragasin, 
Scientist I, was designated as the 
Focal Person of RCEF mechanization 
component. 

Their special orders took effect 
on October 11 and November 19, 
respectively. 

Alvindia and Gragasin are both high-
caliber scientists from PHilMech. 
They have contributed significantly 
in discovering and developing 

postharvest technologies and 
systems toward achieving food 
sufficiency and plant disease 
management.

Director-Coordinator Alvindia is in his 
34 years of service at PHilMech. He 
developed and formulated several bio-
fungicides now commercially being 
tested for use in the plantations of 
banana, mango, and cacao. 

He is investigating the mycobiota and 
mycotoxins of high value crops like 
coffee, cacao and cassava. In addition, 
he also wrote numerous published 
research articles and books that are 
being used as reference by his fellow 
scientists and researchers worldwide. 
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Comm chief retires, 33 years in service

DR. RODOLFO P. ESTIGOY, chief of 
the Applied Communication Division, 
retires from office effective November 
1 leaving an outstanding 33 years 
of public service to farmers and 
stakeholders through research and 
extension. 

Estigoy started as research assistant 
at PHilMech sorting out samples 
with a 50 peso per day salary back in 
1986. His immediate supervisor saw 
his determination and communication 
potentials thus, he was recommended 
to transfer to the extension arm 
of the agency, then known as the 
National Postharvest Institute for 
Research and Extension or NAPHIRE. 
His worked totally transformed from 
sorting out palay samples to writing 
technical papers and articles. 

His passion for excellence brought 
out his competence, making him 
noticed in the agency and opening 
bigger opportunities for him. He, 
then, became a supervising science 
research specialist, then promoted as 
division chief II, then as chief science 
research specialist in the Technology 
Extension Department. 

In 2009, Estigoy became the chief of 
the applied communication division 
where he unleashed more of his 
strengths and potentials. He showed 
excellent media relations and public 
speaking skills which has helped 
PHilMech be in the spotlight.  He also 
had created a strong partnership 
between State, Colleges and 
Universities in the country especially 
in disseminating the postharvest and 

JMGSubaba

DR. ESTIGOY

mechanization efforts of the agency. 

He served as editorial consultant 
and editor of multiple technical and 
popular publications of PHilMech. He 
even authored a book published by 
the agency. He gave talks to trainings 
and workshops within and outside of 
the agency. He also has served as 
PHilMech spokesperson in its current 
projects and mandate-related updates 
through interviews with the press. 

In 2007, Estigoy was awarded as the 
Outstanding Junior Executive of the 
PHilMech. In 2010, he received an 
Outstanding Agricultural Engineer 
award from the Philippine Society 
of Agricultural and Bio-Systems 
Engineers (PSABE). This year, he 
recently received an outstanding 
alumni award from Central Luzon 
State University. This public servant 
was truly an accomplished man. 

Alongside his dedication to work, he 
also served as one of the leaders 
of their church, making disciples for 
Jesus. In fact, prior to his retirement, 
he was promoted and appointed as 
their new senior pastor.

Estigoy is loved by his friends and 
staff in the agency for his high sense 
of humor and his generosity.    
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To highlight how PHilMech values 
quality, the HRMS headed by Ms. 
Jane A. Foronda awarded the different 
achievers of 2019 who garnered 
awards here and abroad. 

One of the most anticipated activities 
of the celebration is the parol-making 
competition using 100 percent 
recycled materials. This is in line with 
the agency’s environment protection 
initiative and objective to reduce 
and recycle wastes. The Agricultural 
Machinery Division won the first spot 
as the best recycled parol using metal 
scraps. 

Deputy Director Raul R. Paz closed the 
program with compliments to every 
employee and leaving a challenge for 
the coming years. 

PHilMech-IMS conducts year-end 
conference, thanksgiving 
“THINK BRIGHT. THINK GREEN. 
THINK SAFE. Think PHilMech” is 
the theme of the 2019 year-end 
celebration highlighting the PHilMech 
IMS policy and objectives, held on 
December 18 at the Technology 
Management and Demonstration 
Center (TMDC) Multi-Purpose Gym. 

The program started with the 
viewing of the IMS photo exhibit 
which highlights the before and 
after implementation of IMS in the 
agency. Director Arnel Ramir M. 
Apaga, chairperson of the steering 
program committee, opened the IMS 
conference and cited the importance 
of implementing the system in 
improving the services of PHilMech. 

Ms. Gella Patria Abella of the Central 
Luzon State University-Institute for 
Climate Change and Environmental 
Management (ICEM) gave the first talk. 
She discussed about the condition 
of the planet specifically on its rising 
temperature because of the emission 
of greenhouse gasses (GHG) in the 
atmosphere. She emphasized how the 
Philippines can directly be affected 
by the impact of climate change and 
enumerated how we can contribute 
to the adaptation and mitigation of 
climate change. 

Ms. Elaine S. Corpus, the occupational 
health and safety officer of PHilMech, 
followed with a talk on safety 
measures during the holiday season. 
She also reminded the employees 
about the health and safety policies 
of PHilMech within the office. She 
recognized the safety officers of every 
division during the end of her talk. 

In the afternoon, the talented members 
of the Indak Anihan opened the 
thanksgiving program with a dance 
number. This was followed by the year-
end message of PHilMech Director 
and IMS Chairman, Dr. Baldwin G. 
Jallorina. He made a wrap-up of the 
events that happened in the agency 
and recognized the RCEF cluster 
volunteers, the Admin cluster, the 
R&D cluster and the ESETS cluster on 
their contributions to PHilMech 2019 
accomplishments. 

Dr. Normita Pasalo, the integrated 
management representative presented 
an audio-visual of the improvements 
made during the implementation of the 
IMS policy and objectives in the office. 

Raffles, games and intermission 
numbers from the home-grown 
talents of the different clusters and 
the Children’s Joy Foundation, Inc. 
brought excitement and laughter to the 
employees. 

DR. JALLORINA

JMGSubaba
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CHILDREN'S PARTY

RECOGNITION

CLIMATE CHANGE

THANKSGIVING CELEBRATION

Employees’ children pose with Jollibee during the children’s party
PHilMech executives lead the groundbreaking of 
the AFMechERN building.

Ms. Abella discusses topic on climate change.PHilMech recognizes its outstanding researchers.

GROUNDBREAKING

PAROL CONTEST




